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Era UGUSTUS CASAR hearing 
ſſome rehearſe, that Alexander. 
the Great, after he had finiſhed 
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Be ſb | 
this Wiſe Monarch) at the Speech of that 
great Prince, whereby it ſeemeth he thought" 
that there was leſs to do in well ordering, 
ruling, and preſerving a great Empire once 
mntirely gotten, than in conquering the ſame. 


And ſurely, to ſpeak Truth, there is no- 


thing more difficult than for to Reign 
well. Moreover, it is better for a Prince 


0 Govern prudently, and to Rule accord- 
ing to his Eſtate, than to invade and 


poſſeſs 


$563 


Nate another Man's Country; namely, if 
co 


nſider, that God, being fo gracious 
unto him as to bring innumerable Perſons 
under his Obedience, hath chiefly eſtabliſhed 


him to keep them in the Knowledge and 


Obſervation of true Religion, to rule them 
by good Laws, to defend them by Arms, 
and im all Things to be ſo careful of their 


Good, that they may eſteem of him, as of 


their Father, and Shepherd. 

FoRASMUCH as — of Religion, 
and the Good-will of the People are two 
principal Pillars upon which the ſafety 
of bvery Eſtate: ſtandeth, the King ought 
to procure the firſt, being therefore ap- 


8 pointed by God over ſo many Millions of 
Men: and the ſecond without doubt depend- 
eth of the former, which is the only diffe- 


rence between a KING and a FYRANT, 
wap: ruleth by Conſtraint. 


IN a KING is ſeen the 8 of 


GOD, who: is the Author and Preſerver 
of Policies; and of good Order; Therefore 
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his Fear and Reaſon muſt never depart | 


out of his Mind, to the end that ſerving 
686000, he may Profit all thoſe that live 


under his Dominion. 
ITE ſeven Sages af Gs being in- 


vited to a Feaſt by Periander Prince of 
"Corinth, were requeſted by him to enter 


ü Men. 


into the Diſcourſe of. _ Eſtate of great 


- 4 
* 
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 ettaineth to old 


1 Freely confeſs unto you, that fince'T began 
to tafte 5777 the Travils and Cares which this 


| "Imp eril 
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Men. - Solon ſpeaking firſt, Gid ; That en 


Sovereign King or Prince cannot any 
procure greater Glory to % lle then E. 
anarchy r 
That is to ſay, 970 r his So- 
vereign * ＋ „ fabmice jects. info | 
ſpeaking next, ſaid; B tting 
ff of. all to the 15 of is \ — 
Thales: I account that Lord happy that 
„ and dieth 4 natural 


only wiſe 


Death. Anacharſis: : if be be the 


| Man. Cleobular: F he Truſt none of thoſe 


that are about him. 'Pittacus : I be be able 
to 1 ſo nuch, that his Sutyefs fear 
not him, but for Vim. Chilon: ' Prince 


| muſt not ſet his Mind upon any Tranſitory 


or Mortal Thing, but + _ that which it 
Eternal and Immortal. Periander concluded 
upon theſe Opinions, and ſaid ; That all theſe 
Sentences ſeemed to him to Afſwate 4 Man 

ood Judgment, from defiring at any 
VA: to command 2M * The Eu, 


peror Trajan writing to the Senate of Rome, 


among other Things, uſed theſe very Words 


Eftate bringeth with it, I have 
repented 1 2 Thouſand Times that 1 400k 


it upon me; ſor if there be great Honour 


in having an Empire, there is alſo very great 
An 205 Trave m Mat th the Jane: Bu 


bh over © 


C3 
over and Beſides, to what Envy is he E.. 
poſed, and to how many Miſlikings is he | 
ſubje# that hath others to Govern. If be 
be Fuſt, be is called Cruel; If Pitiful, he is 
Diſpiſed; I Liberal, he is thought to be 
Prodigal; If he lay up Money, he is taken 
for Covetous if he be addicted to Peace, he = 
Vis ſuppoſed to be a Coward; If be be 
Couragious, he is judged Ambitious 3 If Grave, | 
they will call him Proud; If Afable and 
Courteous, be is termed Simple; If Solitary, 
an Hypocrite; and If be be Merry, they will 
fay. be is Dilſolute. After many other Speech- 
es, this good Emperor concluded; That al- 
though he- willingly accepted of his Eftate at 
the firſt; yet he was very ſjorrowful after- 
wards that he had ſo great a Charge, be- 
Cauſe the Sea and the Empire were two 
pleaſant Things to look upon, but perilous to 
Jae. Divine Plato, wrote alſo ; That none =: 
was fit to Govern an Empire, and to be 
2 Prince, but he that cometh to it through 
Conſtraint and againſt his Will. For who- 
ſoever deſireth the Charge of a Prince, it 
muſt needs be, that he is either 
not knowing how Dangerous and full of 
Care the Charge of a King is: Or if he be 
a wicked Man, that he mindeth nothing 
but how he may Reign to ſatisfy his Plea- 
| ſure, and private Profit, to the great hurt 
of the Common-Wealth: Or elſe if he be 
1 | es CET Ignorant, 
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ignorant, that he conſidereth not how heavy 
the Burden is which he taketh upon him. 
Therefore a Wiſe Prince will not think 
himſelf the Happier, becauſe he ſucceedeth 
in a greater Empire and Kingdom; but re- 
member rather, that he layeth ſo much the 
more Care and Pain upon his Shoulders; and 
that he beginneth then to have leſs Lea- 
ſure, leſs Reſt and Happineſs in paſſing away 
his Time. In other Perſons, a Fault is par- 
doned in Youth ; and growing Old, they are 
ſuffered to take their Eaſe. But he that 
is Head of a Common- Wealth, becauſe 
he is to Travel for All, muſt be neither 
Young, nor Old: For he cannot commit 
2 Fault, how ſmall ſoever it be, without 
the hurt of many Men; nor yet reſt from 
his Duty, but it will turn to the Miſery 
| phers to ſay, That a Prince. ought not to 
dedicate the Common-wealth to himſelf, but 
to addict himſelf to the Common-wealth'; 
and for the Profit thereof, always to be 
Diligent, Virtuous, and Wiſe, and ſo to 
Govern his Empire that he may be able 
eaſily to give a Reaſon of his Charge. And 


* 


becauſe no Man asketh an Account of him 

in this Life, he ought to be ſo much the 
more ſtirred up to demand a ſtreighter Reck- 
oning of himſelf, being aſſured that the Time 
Will come, and that Peedy. wherein = 
„ muſt - 
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muſt yield it up before Him, with whom 


there 1s no reſpect of Princes; except in 


of a Prince : Firſt he muſt have the Law 
of God cont inually before his Eyes; he muſt 
Engrave it in his Soul, and Meditate upon 


the Words and Ordinances thereof, all the 
Days of his Life; deſiring of God to grant 


him the Spirit of Underſtanding to con- 
ceive them well; and according to that 
Divine Rule, to direct all his Intents and 


Actions to the Glory of that Great Eter- 


nal and Almighty King of Kings, as well 


For the Salvation of his own Soul, which 


He ought to prefer before the Rule of the 
whole World; as for the Good of thoſe 


that are committed to his Charge to Go- 


vern, Teach, and Judge them. For it his 


moſt certain, that of the Knowledge of 
the Truth in the Prince's Heart, all Good 
Order of his Eſtate dependeth; and that 

his Piety is of great Force to awaken his 
Subjects to their Duty: namely, when 

they ſee him follow and cleave to the True 

Religion without Feigning and Diſſimula- 
tion. Therefore he muſt carefully pro- 
vide, that falſe Doctrines, Hereſies, Blaſphe- 
mies againſt the Name of God and his 
Truth, with other Offences in Matters of Re- 


ligion, 


this, that they ſhall have the Judge more 
rigorous againſt them, that have abuſed : 
greater Power and Authority. To begin 

therefore to handle the Duty and Office 


Pc 
So 
iD 
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Ys 


n 


6¹—⁰ Þ) - 

ligion, be not openly broached and ſown 
among the People; but that ſome pub- 
lick form of Chriſtian Religion may always 
be ſeen in his Kingdom, which is the ſure 
Foundation of every well eſtabliſhed Mon- 


fore, is diligently to be noted: namely, that 


the Prince, through Wiſdom, craved before 


at the Hands of God, muſt be well aſſured 
of his Divine, Juſt, and Eternal Will; and 


according to that, take order, that True 


Piety' may not be publickly violated and 
pot by an uncorrected Liberty. Next 
will briefly comprehend all thofe Paints 


which ancient Men, both Philoſophers and 
Chriſtians, have required in an abſolute and 
perfect Prince, in three Principal Duties 
and Actions; that is, in Ruling, Judging, 
and in Defending. He muſt Rule by good 
Laws, and by good Example ; Judge by 
Wiſdom, Providence, and Juſtice 3 and De- 
fend by Power, Care, and Vigilance. Theſe 
Duties, that excellent Greek Orator and 
Philoſopher Socrates ſeemeth to have covert- 
ly contained in theſe Words, which he 
wrote to Nicocles the Prince; This may 
prove unto thee that thou baſt Reigned wel, 
af thou ſeeſt that the People, which is ſub- 
Jed unto thee, Increaſe in Modeſty and Wealth, 
under thy Goverment. For good Laws, 
Juſtice, and good 5 * of Life, make 
** 9 


Subjects 


— 


archy. But herein, that which I ſaid be- 


/ | | f 


Subjefs better ; and Prudence, joined with 


Fortitude and proweſs, Richer. Now that a 
good Prince (1 call him Good and Juſt that 


imployeth all his Power to be ſuch a one, 
being ready to ſpend his Blood and Life 
for his People) may attain to theſe Ex- 
cellent Qualities, his Love and Aﬀe&ion 
towards his Subjects is very neceſſary, as 
that which is able to preſerve the indif- 
ſolvable Bond of mutual Good- will between 


them aud him; which is one of the ſureſt 


Means to maintain great Eſtates and 


Monarchies. Next, he is to begin the good 


Ordering of his Eſtate at himſelf, and Re- 
form firſt of all, all diſorder in his own Life 
and Manners, and correct thoſe Things that 
are moſt ſecret in his Court: knowing, 
that from thence forward, he muſt Live 
as it were in an open Theatre, where he 
is ſeen on every fide; fo that his Life 


will be a Diſcipline and Inftru&ion of Good 
or III Living unto others: Therefore let 
him ſtrive to excell thoſe who he Ruleth, 


und to ſurmount them as far in Virtues, 
as he ſurpaſſeth them in Riches and Ho- 


nour. Amongſt all thoſe that follow him, 
he muſt always have the wiſeſt next his Per- 
ſon, and call others from all Parts near unto 


him, not refuſing or contemning any Man of 
Skill and Reputation. He muſt often Hear 


them, Learn of them, and being a Judge 
Chat” 18 BE amongit 
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amongſt ſuch as are leſs Skillfull, ſtrive to go 
beyond the beſt Learned, through Diligence 
and Study; by which kind of Exerciſe, he 
| ſhall khow how to Govern.the Eſtate of his 
Kingdom uprightly ; and cannot but do ſuch 
Things as are Praiſe-worthy, And for- 
aſmuch as common Tranquility and pub- 
lick Quietneſs is one Principal End of Civil 
Society; the firſt Duty of a good King 
towards his Subjects, is to Maintam them 
in Peace and Concord. For it is impoſſi- 
ble that a Common- Wealth ſhould flouriſh in 
Religion, Juſtice, Charity, Integrity of Liſe: 
Briefly, in all Things neceſſary for the Pre- 
ſervation thereof, if the Subjects enjoy not 
nun exceeding great and aſſured Peace. Let 
the Prince then, without Intermiſſion, ſeek 
after the fafeſt Means to keep his Kingdom 
in Quietneſs and Reſt; let him deliver his 
Subjects from Calamity ; let him be careful 
of all Things which may be Profitable and 
_ Commodious unto them; and let him com- 
mand them with Mildneſs, and teach them 
Obedience by the Uprightneſs of his Com- 
mandients: Let him not ſuffer his Peo- 
ple to be over inſolent, nor yet to be tro- 
den under foot and oppreſſed ; but let him 
take order, that ſuch as are moſt Honeſt, 
be preferred to Honour and Offices; and 
that the reſt may not any way be Wronged; 
he muſt alter thoſe civil Laws and Cuſt- 
A . 1 oms 
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— of Living, which being ill ERabliſh- 


ed, are prejudicial to his Subjects; and or- 


dain all Juſt and Profitable Laws, agree- 
ing with themſelves; and ſuch that breeding 
few Suits among his People, may briefly 
judge and decide them according to Right 
and Equity. In this Point, a good Prince 
muſt uſe great Care and Diligence that 
Juſtice may be well adminiſtred, to the 
Preſervation of every Man's Right, and to 
the Puniſhment of the Wicked. This is 
that which the Spirit of God ſo often 
commandeth : 8 Y, To execute Judgment 
and Righteouſneſs, to deliver the Oppreſſed 
from the Hands of the Oppreſſor, nor t * 
the Stranger, the Fatherleſ; eſs, nor the 
0 do no * iolence, nor ſhed Innocent Fr! | 
And theſe ſelf fame Things muſt he cauſe 
-to be obſerved by them that are appointed 
to exerciſe Tuſtice in his Name; which 


becauſe it was neglected by many Kings, 5 


they loſt both Life and Kingdom: As we 


read of Phillip King of Macedonia, x very 


mild Prince, and of an excellent Nature, 
who was nevertheleſs flain by Pauſamas 
. becauſe he delayed a long Time to let him 
have Right and Juſtice, concerning an In- 
Jury which another had offered him. De- 
met rius alſo Joſt his Kingdom, becauſe he 
could not abide to hear his Subjects; but 
5 Py for this Matter: One Day, when 
a | — ä 


Cn 
many Supplications were preſented unto 
him, he put them into the Plaits of his Cloke, 
and paſſing over a Bridge he threw them all 


into the Water, and would not once youch- - 


ſafe to read them; whereupon, the People 
being filled with Indignation, rebelled againſt 
him. On the other fide, a good Prince 
ought freely, to hear the Complaints of 
his Subjects, and to provide thereafter, as 
one that is truly Zealous of Juſtice, Cle- 
mency, and Goodneſs, which are rather Di- 
vine than Human Qualities, and moſt pro- 
per to him that will conform himſelf aas 
much as may be (as it becometh him) to 
that Heavenly Virtue, which is always Juft 
and Merciful, and (as Plutarch faith) ru- 
leth all Things without Compulſion, molli- 
hing the. neceſſity of Obeying, by Adnonition 
and Perſwaſion of Reaſon. Nothing is more 
convenient for a Sovereign, than Gentle- 
neſs; for a Prince, than Clemency ; for 
a King, than Mercy ; and yet Severity and 
Rigour of Juſtice are no leſs neceſſary Or- 


naments for the diſcharge of his Duty, and 


the good of his Subjects. Therefore in 
that which concerneth Divine and Natural 


Kigzht, and the Puniſhment eſtabliſhed for 


the Tranſgreſſion thereof, he muſt always 
uſe Juſtice, and beware leaſt his Facility 
in granting Favour and Diſpenſations make 
him a promoter of Evil; which (as Seneca 
; ; faith) 


(1s) 
faith) if be leave unpuniſbed, is transferred. 
wnto Rd Poſterity. Bur when the Prince 

only is offended through ſome light Con- 
- tempt, or excuſable Breach of his Edicts, 
it cannot but be commendable in him to 
uſe Pardon and Pity. Theſe are thoſe ſtrong 
and mighty Chains, which (as Dion ſaid 
to Dionyſius the King of Syracuſa) will pre- 
ſerue his Kingdom in 4 Happy, Flouriſbing, 
and Peaceable Eftate. I mean, Goodneſs 
and juſtice; for Force, Fear, and the Mul- 
titude of his Guards, aſſure not the Eſtate 
of a Prince fo well, as the Good-Will, Af- 
fection, Favour, and Love of his Subjects, 
which he may obtain by Goodneſs and 
Juſtice. They only (ſaid Marcus Aurelius 
Inſtructing his Son) are to hold 4 King- 
dom long Time without Danger; who by 
good Behaviour and juſt Dealing imprint in 
the Hearts of their Subjects, not a Fear of their 
Power, put a mutual Love of their Virtue: 
For thoſe Subjects are to be ſuſpected that 
ſerve through Conſtraint and Extremity, not 
they that Obey, being moved with Reaſon and 
'Gentleneſs. Theſe holy Precepts were fo 
well put in Practice by this good Emperor 
Martus Aurelius, that all his Subjects had 
very eaſy Acceſs unto him: Inſomuch, that 
though he were a great Monarch, yet he 
never had any Guards, no not ſo much as 
2 Porter to his Palace. Likewiſe King Nen? 
WW put 
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put from him thoſe. three Hundred Archers 
which Romulus uſed to have for his Guards, 
ſaying 3 That he wald not diſtruſt that People 
which put their Truſt in him, nor command 


over that People that diſtruſted him, To this 


purpoſe, when Plato ſaw the above-named 
. 8 compaſſed about with many 
Souldiers of his Guard, he ſaid unto him; 
What, Haſt thou committed ſo many Evils, 
that thou ſtandeſt in need of ſuch a Guard of 
armed Fellows. Now it is moſt certain, 
that the Obedience of the Subject ſpring- 
eth and proceedeth from the Love of his 
Lord; as alſo, that the Love of the Lord in- 
creaſeth, through the Obedience pf the Sub- 
ject. But becauſe the Wickedneſs of Men is 
ſo great at this Day, that they that ſtrive to 


de very Gracious, are contemned and deſpi- 


ſed; it is very neceſſary, that the Prince 


| ſhould ſhew forth a certain kind of Gravity, 
' and Severity; and according to the Times, 


Places, Perſons, and Occaſions that are 
offered, cauſe his Power, and. the Majeſty 
of his Commandments, to be perceived ; 

being always the ſtronger, becauſe in Mat- 
ters of Eſtate, a Man may hold this for an 
undoubted Principle, that he is Maſter of 


the Eſtate, who is Maſter of the Forces: 


Thus, the Gentleneſs of the Prince, ac- 
companied with Severity, his Bounty min- 


F vgled with Rigour, and his Facility with 


Auſterity, will be the Means that his Vir- 
5 C tue 
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tue ſhall attain to a harmonial Juſtice, which 
diftributeth upright] y that which appertainerh 
to every one: Reward to whom Reward, 
and Puniſhment to whom Puniſhment be⸗ 
longeth. From theſe Duties and Offices 
bol a good Prince towards his Subjects, al- 
ready mentioned, proceedeth the Fatherly 
Care which he hath of their Proſperity, 
in the Preſervation and Increaſe of their 
Commodities and Riches fo far off is he | 
from all Deſire to Invade and Spoil them. 
He conſidereth wiſely, that although he hath | 
Authority and Power over the Goods of 
his Subjects, yet, not in ſuch a ſort as he 
hath over his own Demarne, or as if the 
| 4 thereof belonged to him 3 but only 
to this End, to demand Aid and Succour 
for the Good and Profit of the Common- 
wealth. Homer bringing in Achilles offer- 
ing great Injuries to Azamemnon, againſt 
hom he was ſore 5 faith, that 
be called him Devaurer 0 the Peo * 
And contrariwiſe, when he would in 
other Places Praiſe the King ; he Ter. 
eth him, Shephard of the People — ma 
truly they are unworthy of the Title 
of Prince, that lendeth their Ear to ſuch 
as invent new Subſidies, impoſe them "yp! 
on their Subjects, and having againſt al 
3 ſpoiled them of hel Goods and 
Riches, "commune them miſſerably upon Plea- 
y | ſures, 


3 
— * 
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ſures, or cruelly in War, when they might 
as well ſuffer their poor Subjects to live 
in Peace. When Marcus Antonius in Afra, 
he doubled the Taxes, and laid a ſecond 
Charge upon them, that he might have 
wherewith to furhiſh his immoderate Ex- 
pences ; the Eſtate of the Country ſent: 
Hebreus to ſhew.. him how the Caſe ſtood 
with them; who uſing a marvellous freedom 
of Speech, ſpake unto him in this Manner 3 
Tf tbou wilt have Power to lay upon us 
two Taxes in one Tear, thou mujt alſo haus 
Power to give us two Summers, and Wa 
Autumn, two Harveſts, and two Vintages. 
Further, he added this; Aſia bath paid 
the Two Hundred Thouſand Talents, (that 
was, Six Score Millions of Gold) if © all 
this Sum came not into thy Coffers, call them 
to Account that have received it; But if 
thou haſt. received it, and yet haſt nothing 
left, we are caſt away and undone 


\ Bur, God: be thanked; that is not 
our Caſe. The good Underſtanding - be- 
tween. the King and his People is ſuch, 
that they act in Concert, in perfect 
Hlarmony and Confidence. The Peo- 
ple are ſure the King will not ask for 
Money for Secret Service, that is not in- 
tended to he ſo applied ; and that he will 
not ſuffer it to be ſo applied wantonly and 
unneceſſarily. And it's a great Satisfaction 
to think this * not only of his or | 
Nn 5 | 2 — 
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ſent M jeſty, but of the late King allo, 
and of the Princes who have filled the 


Throne ſince the Happy Revolution : They 
have all been Heartily in the Intereſt of 


their People, and by the Steadineſs of their 


Conduct in this reſpect, and a conſtant Re- 
gard to the Properties and Liberties of 
their Subjects, have ſhewn they looked on 
their Power as a Truſt, and that they are 


made for their People, and not their Peo- 


ple for them. Such a Succeſſion of Wiſe - 


and Good Princes cannot be ſhewn'in the 


Hiſtory of this, or perhaps of ny other 1 


| Nation. 

Bur to return: Theſe Words of He- 
brides ought to be well noted of a Pru- 
dent Prince, that he may throughly con- 


fider with himſelf, and keep a Regiſter of 


all that is levied of the poor People in 
his Name, leaſt ſome few about him fat 


tthemſelves with the Oppreſſion and over- 


throw of many, as it commonly falleth 


out ; and let him be ſo careful of the 


Blood and Subſtance of that Body where- 
of he his Head, that he Profit all the 
Members equally. Ezekiel crieth out againſt 


ſuch Princes as devour the Subſtance of their 


Vaſſals, by Loans and Taxes. Appolloni- 
us faith, That the Gold which 1s taken from 


Subjacts by Tyranny, is more vile than Iron, 


becauſe it is wet with the Tears of the poor Sub- 
_ getts; Artaxerxes 1 7 bat it was 4 
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great deal more re ſeemlier for” the Majeſty. 
of a King to give, than to take, by polling ʒ 
and to Cloath, than to Uncloath : „ the one 
belonging to Ibeives, and not to Princes and 
' Kings; unleſs they wil falſify and ſtain 
their Name. King Darius ſent for all the 
Governours of the Provences under his 
Subjection, and inquired of them, amon 
other Things; Whether the Taxes and Tri- 
butes were not too exceſſive : Whereunto, 
when they made Anſwer, That they thought 
them moderate. he preſently commanded that 
they ſhould Raiſe but the one half there 

of; eſteeming the Love of his Subjects a 
richer Treaſure, than all the Heaps of Gold 
_ which he might have gathered. I muſt 
not here forget to propound to Kings the 
Example of that good King of France, 
S. Lewis TX, of that Name, who was the 
firſt that raiſed a Tax in his Kingdom; 
but it was only by way of a neceſſary 
Subſide during the War, not uſing it as 
an ordinary Receipt ; Directing his Speech 
to Phillip his eldeſt Son and Succeſſor, 
he uttered theſe Words in his Teſtament, 
which is yet to be found in the Treaſure of 
France, and is Repiſtered in the Chamber 
of Accounts. Be Devout in the Service 
«of God: Have a Pitiful and Charitable 
Heart towards the Poor and Comfort them, 
* with "ny 225 Deeds : ; Obſerve fe Em 
pats 


Laws of thy Kingdom : Take no - Tanpe 
nor Benevolences of thy Subjects, unleſs 


< urgent neceſlity force oh unto it, and then 


i upon a juſt Cauſe, and not uſually : If thou 
<« Joſt otherwiſe, thou ſhall Hot by account- 
« ed à King, but a Tyrant, &c.” I leave the 

of the Clauſes in his "Teſtament More- 
over, Liberality well uſed, is 2 very comely 
Ornament for a Prince. Socrates ſaid, That 


it wa the Duty of 4 good. King to 4% Be- 


neficial. to bis. Friends ; and of his Enemies 
to make good Friends ; to which purpoſe no- 
thing will help him more than Liberali- 
ty; Neither muſt ME only Liberal, but 
Magnifical alſo and Sumptuous ; provided al- 
ways that of hut Magnifical, he become not 
Prodigal, which — ſoon make him and 
Exactor, and in the end a Tyrant, But a So- 
vereign Prince muſt eſpecially have an Eye 
to this, that the a to Virtue due 
to worthy Men, he preferred before all 
his. Gifts. and good Turns; and that he 
recompence ſuch - as have deſerved any 
Thing, before he give to * that have 
deſerved nothing. For an ungrateful 
Prince, will hardly retain pub Hanourable 
oh Virtuous Man any long Time in bis 
ervice. . Neither is the Eſtimation. of a 
\ Reward, and of a good Turn, all one; be- 
- cauſe. a Reward is given for Deſert, "and 
a Benefit by Grace. Beſides, 2 Prince muſt 


always- be True, and as good as his Pro- 5 
pn 1 miſe, 
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miſe, that Men may give greater Credit 


to his bare Word, than to another Man's 


Oath. For it ought to be as an Oracle, 
which loſeth his Dignity, when Men have 
conceived ſuch an evil Opinion of trim, 
that he may not be believed, unleſs he 
Swear, And if he pawn his Faith at any 


Time, he muſt account it Sacred and In- 


violable: becauſe Faith is the Foundation 
and ſtay of Juſtice, upon which the Eſtate 
of great Men are grounded; That fay- 
ing of Theopompus, King of Sparta, 1s alfo 
to be well noted by the Prince, when a 
Friend of his afked him, How a Hing mght. 
| keep his Kingdom in ſafety; he anſwered, By 
granting Liberty to his Friends freely fo 
tell him the Truth. He muft take their 
Advice in doubtful Matters, that he' may 
Govern his Eſtate more aſſuredly; weighing 
and Judging of their Opinions with great 
Prudence. Neither muſt he think them 
his beſt Servants that praife all his Sayings 
and Doings, but thofe that Modeſtly re- 
8 his Faults: he muſt difcern wiſely 
between them. that cunningly Flatter him, 


* 


and thoſe that Love and Serve him Faithful; 


that wicked Men may not be in greater 
Credit with him, than good Men. For 


this cauſe alſo, he muſt carefully inquire 


after his Houſhold Servants and Familiar 
Friends, that he may know them well 3 
AN Tm | becauſe 


j - 
becauſe all other Men will take him to 


be ſuch a one as they are with whom 


he converſeth ordinarily. Ofiris King of 
Eeypt, had for his Arms, a Septer with 

an Eye in the Top of it; noting thereby, 
the Wiſdom that ought to be in a King ; 
namely, that it belongeth not to one that 
wandereth out of his Way, to Direct others ; 
that feeth not, to Guide; that knoweth 
nothing, to Teach ; and that will not obey 
Reaſon, to Command; Likewiſe, in all his 
Actions he muſt uſe Reaſon as a Heaven- 
ly Guide, having chaſed away the Pertur- 
bations of his Soul, and Eſteem it a grea- 
tex and more Royal Matter to Command 


| : himſelf, than others. He muſt think that 


it is the true and proper Office of a King, 
not to ſubmit himſelf to his Pleaſures, but 
to contain his own Affections, rather than 
his Subjects. Further, he muſt uſe to take 


Pleaſure in thoſe Exercies, which may pro- 


cure him Honour, and cauſe him to ap- 
pear better to the World; he muſt not ſeek 
for Reputation in vile Things, which Men 
of baſe Eſtate, and naughty Behaviour com- 
monly Practice ; but follow after Virtue only 
wherein wicked _ Perſons have no part. 

et him remember always, that he is a 
King, and therefore, that he muſt ſtrive 
to do nothing unworthy ſo high a Dignity, 
but continue his Memory, by valiant __ n 
2 3 ei. op 
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noble Acts. This is that wherein one of 
the wiſe Interpreters knew well how to 
inſtruct King Ptolemy, who demanded of 
him how he might behave himſelf, that 
neither Idleneſs nor Pleaſure might diſtra& 
him. It is (faid he) in thine one Power 
| as long as thou commandeth over a great 
Kingdom, and haſt ſo many great Affairs 
to manage contimually, which will not ſuf- 
fer thes to diſtraſt thy Mind upon other 
Matters. If private Men, born to Virtue, 
are willing many times to die, that they 
may purchaſe Honour; much more ought 
Kings to do thoſe Things which will 
procure them Honour, Fear, and Eſtimation 
every where, during their Life; and alſo, 
through their Brightneſs, ſhine a great while 
after their Death. Moreover, a Prince muſt 


be Warlike, and Skilful in Warfare, pro- 


viding carefully all Things neceſſary for War 
and yer he muſt love Peace, and ufurp 
nothing that belongeth to another Man, 
contrary to Right ; nor enter into War; 
but to repel Violence in extreme Necefli- 
ty. Above all Things, he muſt fear civil 
Diſſentions, as moſt pernitious to his Eſtate ; 
and take Advice prudently, concerning the 
Means whereby all Occafions of their En- 
trance may be taken from his People. Here- 
in Learning will help him well, and the 

Knowledge of 2 which ſet _ 
4 


e C87 ; 
his Eyes the Adventures that have befal- 
len both ſmall and great, and call to his 
Remembrance the Time paſt, whereby he 
may better provide for the Time to come. 
Unto which if he add the Counſel of wiſe 
Men, he ſhall know more perfectly what- 
ſoever concerneth the good of his Eſtate, - 
But above all, he muſt know how to make 
Choice of Men, and not think them Wiſe 
that diſpute curiouſly of ſmall Things, but 
thoſe that ſpeak very aptly of great Mat- 
ters. Neither let him account thoſe Men 
beſt and worthieſt of Credit, that have got- 
ton moſt Authority ; but try and Judge 
them by their profitable Works: namely, 
if he fee that they give wiſe. and free 
' Counſel according as Occaſions concurred, 
and Affairs require; and then let him al- 
ways with ſpeed execute thoſe Things, which 
by their Counſel he findeth Good and 
Neceſſary. For the Concluſion therefore 
of my preſent Diſcourſes, 1 will comprehend 
the Office and Duty of a good Prince in 
. few Words : namely, if he ſerve God in 
| Sincerity and Purity of Heart: If he in- 
quire diligently after the Truth of his Word, 
and eauſe his Subjects to live thereafter : If he 
provide for their Profit, redreſs their Mi- 
ſery, and caſe them of Taxes. If he be 
pliable: to hear the Requeſt and Com-. 
plaints of the leaſt; indifferent and mode- 


_ 


. 

rate in anſwering them; ready to diſtri- 
bute Right to every one ; by propounding 
Reward for Virtue, and Puniſhment for 
Vice. If he be Prudent in his Enterpriſes, 

Bold in his Exploits, Modeſt in Proſpe- 
rity, Conſtant in Adverſity, Steadfaſt in 

Word, Wiſe in Counſel : Briefly, if he 
Govern in ſuch ſort, and Reign ſo well, 
that all his Subjects may have that to Imi- 
tate, and Strangers to Commend. 
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